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May 10, 2005

Robert E. Feldman, Executive Secretary
Attention: Commentis

Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation
550 17" Street, NW

Washington, DC 20429

Dear Sir:

AS a community banker, I strongly support any steps that will ease
the regulatory burden that community bankers confront every day and
that unnecessarily use up time and energy that should be devoted to
serving our customers and communities. The agencies” CRA proposal
to increase the threshoid for the streamlined CRA exam to $1billion is
a step in the right direction.

With the many changes our industry has undergone in the last 25
years, especially the many mergers and the appearance of huge banks
that operate nationwide, it is time to adjust the CRA rule and set a
$1billion benchmark for tiered examinations.

Regulatory burden disproportionately impacts community banks.
Many are merging or selling under the pressures presented by
regulatory burden. Without regulatory relief, many communities will
lose their local instituticns, to the detriment of the entire community.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment.
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